Corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH) is decreased in the basal ganglia in Huntington's disease.
Corticotropin-releasing hormone-like immunoreactivity (CRH-IR) was measured in control and Huntington's disease brain tissues obtained postmortem. The concentration of CRH-IR was markedly decreased in the caudate/putamen in Huntington's disease; the concentration of somatostatin-like immunoreactivity measured in the same extracts was significantly increased in the caudate/putamen in Huntington's disease compared with the control group. In contrast to previously reported decreases in CRH-IR in the cerebral cortex in Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's disease and progressive supranuclear palsy, no significant differences were observed in the concentrations of CRH-IR between controls and Huntington's disease in frontal, parietal, temporal, occipital and cingulate cortex and in globus pallidus.